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MR. MURAD: Today is November 29, 2001. The 
time now is 1410 hours, and my name is Murray 
Murad of the New York City Fire Department. I am 


conducting an interview with -- 


LIEUTENANT MOORE: Lieutenant ROGER MOORE of 


EMS Division 5. 


MR. MURAD: This is regarding the events on 


September 11, 2001, and this interview is being 


conducted in the home of Lieutenant ROGER MOORE at 


146 Sharet Road on Staten Island. 
BY MR. MURAD: 
Q. Lieutenant Moore, can you give us your events 


perspective on that day? 


A. At that point, at approximately just five 


minutes before the job originally came in, we were all 
at the academy for a refresher, and I was with Chief 


Randy Hirth and Grace Cacciola, lieutenant. We had 


heard that there was something going on. It came over 


our pagers that it was a plane. 


We went into the administration wing of the 


academy. Someone had a television on, and we saw it, 


and we said we should probably go. Chief Hirth was, 


like, why don't you come with me, because they ar 


probably going to bring everybody from the academy 
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anyway, and this way they can use you, and we proceeded 


to get into his car and responded to the scene. 


We went down the LIE through the Midtown 
Tunnel and up onto the west no, east side drive. 
FDR Drive, excuse me. At that point at 42nd Street the 
police had closed off, so we had to a fr ride all 


the way down and could get a bird's eye vi 


The second plane had just hit. 


ew. 


We continued 


on, pulled up by came up West Street and stopped at 


the tunnel exit to the Lincoln -—- to the B 


Battery Tunnel. We figured that would be 


place to park, because there were so many 


didn't want to get blocked in, and a lot o 


her 


apparatus still responding, so we parked t 


rooklyn 
the best 
trucks we 


f emergency 


I got a helmet from his trunk and proceeded 


to walk to the command post, which was located at West 


and Vesey Street. While we were walking, 


we noticed 


three blocks away from the Trade Center that there were 


body parts scattered all over the roadway, and that 
there were police officers trying to safeguard the body 
pieces. 

Q. Were they civilians or you think they were 


from the aircraft? 


A. Unknown. 
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QO. You don't know? 

A. I mean, you really had to look to see 
thes these looked like hunks of meat. People were 
torn apart, so we decided to go across the street on 


the water side and continued up to the command post. 


QO. Which was located where? 
A. At West and Vesey, the EMS command post. I 
reported the chief, myself, and Grace reported to 


Chief Gombo, who was in charge of the command post. 
They had given Chief Gombo -- Chief Gombo had given 
Chief Hirth an assignment, and they took off. 

I was waiting for my assignment. Chief Nigro 


came over and was talking, along with First 


Commissioner Feehan, and a few minutes went by. They 
said, "We are going to give you an assignment." I 
said, "Okay, I'm here ready to go." The next thing I 


know, I heard Chief Nigro yell, "Look out, look up." 
We all looked up, and the building was on its 
way down, so we immediately dropped what we were doing 


and proceeded to run towards the water. That was -- 


there was a loading dock from the American Express 
building about 40 feet away. 
As we were running, I managed to trip just 


outside of the loading dock and came down on the ground 
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and hit the curb, taking out my knees and my left 


elbow. I was now trying to crawl with one arm. I 
managed to roll a little bit, and a fireman grabbed and 
pulled me in. At the same time Lieutenant Captain 
Sickles landed on top of me, but at this time -- and 


the building was now hitting the ground outside 
-—-directly outside. 


Essentially, I thought I wasn't in far 


enough, but at that point, you know, it was -- you 


couldn't see any more. It was a black, black night, 


and dust, and dirt and everybody was choking. 


After approximately ten minutes went by, you 


could start to see flashlights and people starting to 
talk and moving around. They came over to me, and 


asked, you know, let me help you up, and I couldn't get 


up. Both legs and the arm were shot. I figured they 
were broken. They said, "Don't go anywhere." 
Commissioner Frank Gribbon came over and 
said, you know, he was dressed out in his uniform, in 
his turnout gear, and he said, "I'm going to get a 
crew, I'll be right back." Two firemen that were there 


said, you know, "We're not going to leave you," and 


they saw a stretcher over here, let's grab the 


stretcher. They put me on the stretcher, and said, you 
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the building where it's safe. 


know, the best thing to do is probably go out through 


the loading dock into the building and out the back of 


led me down to 


They said okay. So they wh 


the building. Just as we are getting 


the elevator, we heard a high pitched 


the loading dock, put me up on the loading dock into 


ready to get onto 


whine and wind 


and heard thundering crashes. It turned out to be -- 


we thought -- we originally thought it was the building 


that we were in was coming down, but it turned out to 


be the other tower. 
QO. That was the north tower? 
A. Right. 


At that point, the power went out in the 


building. They switched to their flashlights. Aftera 


couple of minutes, th mergency generators, I guess, 


kicked in or the emergency batteries. 


Some lights came 


back on, and they are, like, we need to get out of 


here, and I said, "Well, I can't walk 


"Well, we're not leaving you either,' 


their radio and managed to get a coup 


." They said, 


so they got on 


le of people that 


were upstairs. They came down the fi 


r scape inside 


the stair building. I think it was Stairway F or G. 


The five of them carried myself and the hundred pound 
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ambulance stretcher up four flights of stairs. 


They had said, you know, "My name is Steve 


and my name is "the other guy's name is Gary, and, 


you know, "We are going the help you." Listening to 


them talk on the radio, I was able to come to the 
conclusion that they were from Truck 6. They were 


saying Truck 6 to whoever, and they were, you know -- 


those people came down. 


q 


They then proceeded to get me up the stairs. 


After about ten, fifteen minutes they got me up to the 


top, and they wheeled me out. There was a battalion 


chief there. I couldn't see his name. 


They took me out the side door of the 


American Express Building and wheeled me down to the 


marina. The same time, there was a police launch 


pulling up, so they wheeled me down to the marina the 


rest of the way and put me on the police launch. 


At that point, I was still basically in shock 


and sort of like in a daze, and they then took me -- 


took a few other people. They said, "We are out of 


here." They backed away, and they went to Ellis 


Island. I had asked them if they could take me to 


Staten Island, but they said, "No, no, no, we can't do 


that." 
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We got to Ellis Island. The New Jersey EMS 


was in the process 


of setting up their command post and 


their resources. They helped me. They carried the 


stretcher off of the boat onto the ground. They 


switched me on to a Jersey stretcher, put the other 


stretcher back in to go back and get more patients. At 


triaged me as a yel 


because I was still 


that point, I was triaged by the Jersey EMS, and they 


llow and -—- excuse me, as a red, 


l having some difficulty breathing 


with all the stuff 


that I had inhaled. 


They then put me into an ambulance and took 


me to Jersey City Medical Center. There they traumaed 


me and, you know, did the whole trauma workup, where I 


was then admitted, 


and so on and so forth. 


Q. So they did the surgery in Jersey, right? 
A. No, they did -- 
QO. Just stabilize you? 


A. They stabilized re 
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going to have to admit you anyway for the legs, becaus 


you can't move. The x-rays don't show any broken 
bones, however, it looks like you've torn the muscle. 


We are going to have to get MRIs to do it. 


They then wheeled me up onto another floor 


that they had just opened to -- for this disaster, and 


I was medicated the rest of the afternoon. 


That night, PD showed up. New York City PD 


was going around taking names and information from all 


the patients that were there. At that point, I asked 


one of the officers if he could try and contact my 


wife, and they were, like, well, the phones are out, so 


he says, "Let me try something." 


He switched on his radio and was able to hit 
the Staten Island dispatcher, and they sent the car to 


my address. 


QO. That was very nice. 
A. However, sh when sh my wife saw the 
incident, she was off that day. She went in to work to 


help in the ER. So that night she comes home at about 


10 
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11:30, not knowing where I am and knows that I always 
call and was quite concerned. She comes in, and 
neighbors come in behind her and tell her, well, you 
know, the police were here. 

So at that point she finally got ahold of 
Division 5, and she found out where I was. My 
neighbors drove her and some other friends to the 
hospital at one o'clock in the morning, and then I saw 


my wife. 


The next day, they treated me and ruled out 


the hip fracture that they thought I had, which I 


didn't. I said I really want to get to Staten Island 


because I want to be able to contact my wife. I 


couldn't call anybody because of the phones being 


restricted, because of the hospital, you know, policy. 
They only had two or one, so it was next to impossible 
for me to try and contact. 

I had made it known, and the next thing I 


knew I was transferred that night, Wednesday night, 


around eleven o'clock. Jersey EMS took me to Staten 


Island Hospital, where I was admitted. At that point 
they took over my care, and my regular physician, Dr. 


Carl Andersen, along with orthopedics from Staten 


Island Associates, took over my case. They requested 
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MRIs of both my legs, 
eyes, and my breathing, 
I had the surgery on bo 


MRIs showed that my lef 
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and my arm and what no 


th legs. They told me 


11 


and they continued treating my 


Then 


hat the 


the muscles compl 


ligaments and the 


leg had a partial 


tendons were torn. 


So they rea 


ly detached, 
tendons, 


tear in the muscl 


ttached eve 


al 


and retracted. The 


rything. They 


left leg into a cast 


weeks. 


tha 


They -- the righ 


I had to have on for 


t leg with minimal 


put a removable splint o 


After a couple of days in the hospital, 


then moved me in 


I spent the next 


I was released on October 12. 


now going to outpatient 
University Hospital. 


MR. MURAD: 


the hospital 


two and a half weeks. 


There is nothing real 


I came home, 


rehab at Staten Island 


ask of you, so at 


the interview. 


I'd like to thank you, 


Moore. 


The time now is 1425 hours, 


concludes th 


interview. 


this time, this will 


le and tendons. 


work, 


Then from 


tached, 


long with the 


right 


The 


put my 


six 


they 


they 


to inpatient rehab where 


there 


and I am 


lly I need to 


conclude 


and this 


Thank you. 


Lieutenant Roger 


